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AN ISLAND RETREAT:
SIN, SECRECY, AND THE 
OFFSHORING OF SEXUALLY 
ABUSIVE PRIESTS

Between 1952 and 1968, a Roman Catholic 
religious order known as the Servants of the 
Paraclete sought, bought, and finally sold 
several small islands in the Caribbean for 
priests unable to stop “sin[ning] repeatedly 
with little children.” This talk provides a 
previously untold account of how the U.S. 
Church leveraged developments in moral 
theology, pastoral psychology, and free 
market capitalism to secure transnational 
lines of flight for some of its most
incorrigible abusers.
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